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Let's Read All Summer, Richmond!
July 2025

Welcome to Imagination Library's monthly e-newsletter. Below, you will find
helpful information designed to keep you informed and connected to our
community’s ongoing work to promote literacy. We are thrilled to have you as
part of our growing family of readers!

Visit our website by clicking here.

In the News

Summer Fun with the Robinson Theater!

In June, Imagination Library joined the Robinson Theater for their 17th Annual
Block Party. This was such a fun-filled night of family-oriented activities with
bouncy houses, music, dancing, fire trucks, and so much more. We were
thrilled to help kick off summer with the Richmond community — and didn’t let a
little rain put a damper on our fun! The block party allowed local nonprofits,
businesses, and partners to come together and share resources with our
neighbors. A number of our friends at fellow community partners were in
attendance, including RPS PreK + Kindergarten Enrollment, the Lit Limo,
Greater Richmond SCAN, and the East End Library, among others.

Pack a Book

Your July 2025 Reading Tip

With summer in full swing, you and your family are likely heading off on
vacation for a few days. Before you head out, though, consider making a quick
stop by the library! Whether you’re driving or flying, there is sure to be
downtime that can be enhanced by sharing a story together: waiting for a flight
to board, for dinner to arrive, or even if you’re relaxing on the beach. Consider
bringing books that take place where you’re traveling or even books about
modes of transportation!

Upcoming Community Partner Events

Look in the We Love Our Local Libraries section below
for events at your local library!

Have a community event you would like us to include? Email us!

For even more community events for the whole family, be sure to pick up a free
copy of Richmond Family Magazine, available at over 850 spots all over RVA,
including these locations.

Weekend Events, Giveaways,
and More

Delivered Straight to Your Inbox

Sign up for RFM eNews

Community Partner Spotlight

Be SMART

all guns responsible about the the role your
in your home behavior presence of of guns peers to
and vehicles around guns  unsecured guns in suicide be SMART
in other homes

For more information on what you can do to keep kids safe, visit

Be SMART is a 501¢3 launched by Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund in
2015 and is an educational campaign to educate adults about the importance of
secure storage of firearms to help keep children and communities safer. Be
SMART's goal is to reduce the risk of suicide, shootings on school grounds,

and all unintentional shootings that result from unsecured guns accessed by
children. It is non-partisan and apolitical.

SMART is an acronym and stands for:

Secure all firearms in homes and vehicles

Model responsible behavior around firearms

Ask about the presence of unsecured firearms in other homes
Recognize the role of firearms in suicide

Tell your peers to Be SMART

More information can be found at:
www.besmartforkids.org

We Love Our Local Libraries!

Libraries offer a variety of resources and tools - usually for FREE! Not a
member of your local library? Sign up wherever you are today.

This section of our newsletter shows examples of library offerings, brought to
you by Richmond Public Libraries.

Have a GREAT summer with Richmond Public Library!

Click here to find a complete list of upcoming events
hosted by our friends at Richmond Public Libraries!

Kids & Famil Tumes & Toona Sand Dough Sensory Play for Toddlers & Prok
y Gt tlie winpdis ik witls 22um wand aclivithes, Ui sit foc s all, b, slize, price, ans peresprar way barzazh rar iraginary
special ceetoon show Best for ages 2 5 wocan wocze wral sew whial sea crvalures oy feat semn up akeng
“ : . S
! — Y
.
y b &

Mauin W0:00am  poar ey
- Shrink Art Keychains &3  Berenstain Bears Belmom 620 WI0AM
7 Creata yoar ooam deegn o brace are of aes bemplates. 7M  Curlous Geol
“Waestover Hills 8/27 4300m B2z Mickey Mouss Clubhouse Zoo to Yo Endangersd Rainforast
7 Asgecial vaitor—a snzkeezer from baa Matm Richmord
Games Play & E::m Tz’ veill el o aburat the waehi's raizSreds and tha naours
al k = L

e their 2lea ppoaraace, We'll als o Joaru Stout cadangeced
Wanit Colenel Mistund, is the stoly, with the lood pipe We Falpwith 2omearek and nading rainfoeeet epasiac leet tar apee (=18
hawe 2l the caeel o bare abang with desce of cxrde All apee Broad Rock  Monday-Thursday F30p-5309m  North Avenue 6/26 Z00PM

Make 1 Mondyy erlaamra
Mwsakly arte ard cratte pragram thamed re Freetyn Noeth Avenue Wednesdays 4:00PM - 6:009M LECO Club Pocl Noodle Fishing for Toddlers & Prek
Cirter Park *\W provide the LEGOs, you pruvide the WD oo sty wead prol poodles o et indoer- friendly
&2, 5%, 6030, 7N, /20, AN, 0125 4:30PN  Kids DED Club reagiraricn! “HeRing” pha for poar sadeles or peeschonler., o0 live bait
 Are yvu ur pour cild invenatal o locuiug bow b pley Belmont i Allduy  requiras!
Make & Take Art Dangevss & Dragoas bt mot aire wheee ta hagin? 1aarn the Broad Rock &h2, 70 4309m  Beimomt w7 WI0AM
Grabpour Nake & Take At activity while enpglisg bae Powdre and srvode yrar very s character! Enst End s, 7, ah T30
Mull Strwet 12000N  Ginter Park 618, 718, 8/20 £:008M Cinter Park 677, 621, 75, 719, 816 All Duy  Sen: Sprouts
606 Friendship Bracelets North Avenue Saturdays TO0AM  Zubics and ledirs will exphore the weeld throcyh theirmases
ws 1 Spy Gisnt Chutss and Ladders eoeptioy and B3 wite thie naads-ox play peogram. Best tor ages 7 moatis-5
Picture Frume Laeral wp pawr gamsplay with tha life siced vereon of Caules Wast Erd &z, 7, en 4:008M  paare
and Ladders! Best forages 3 7 ‘Westover Hills &2, 719, 816 1:009m East End 10OPM
Father's Day Card Making Eant End 28 1:008Mm 722 Candy Land
Ll carr evnd b aban ar Saetnen 2 o awr. Read to Callie the Dog! /26 Summer Adventures
Qirer Park &m Alldyy Monopoly Bring your Mds 1o rowd ve Culbc and 2o 2 logged Suddy.
Plyy 3 garea ot Mocrapaly to bevel upyoar treracy and remical Lamdea |from FUF READse) Water Balloon Toss
Craft Corner thinting skells’ e foragee toig, Cintur Park 67, €20 7/, 719, 8/2, BNE  10:30AM  Und yrar exmmar with 3 cplach! e far ean v and 3 frised
Zcing yuas baby, wddber, e scbocl aued Rddo fur g seleeful. EastEnd NS 1:009m Leme o wealer baloca without & bevaking?
cratty, 2od cravive a%emonn Play Connections Girvter Park N W0OrM
Main 400PN Jetn lchmend City Karly Interventins <ar 3n saricain,
612  Fingerpeint Pincappies Havaroup expenicnce ludured Sor funilice wilk chilidng wyes of Reading with Mocha Moms
G236  4th of July Paper Plsts Fing N
70 egg Cartan Sharks
24 Jellyfish Suncatcher
014 Potato Stamps
828 Puff Puint Ruinbows

rth-5 vears oid 7 Ueleboate resting with tre Rizhnoad Chapter of Motz
Main Mo, Inz | izsets 22 thic invegiral st weil pad and dwne
6/9, 6/23, 74, 7/28, &/, 8/25 10:00AM  bevica, vied wicki educalivesl vendun, cupy suacks, and by
havere “ree 2anke, For children and tweens agee hirtz-15 3nd
Picture Dock Scavenger Humt tra carspueen.
s, no! Soene of cur favesile sicture buchs diareciors bave Main BNe 100040 00PH
Flasting Chalk Art sscaped their vorke stocies and are hiding aroend the lbracy,
Macr 3 enbarfel wark of artaring arly pazer wakes and chalk 1l e Hns thare ans avre 3 creal peios
dua! N West End 6N15.6/21 All day
Girtter Park o 12z000n  Movies -
Movis Matinees @ Your Library
Make a Moth Eroury 3 worvie with wcthort yore wea hoes mitewd ab the Breaber
The aetuerek ir, Jely e Narianal Meth ‘Week Celebirons by Wost End Wednesdays 2:000M
makirg yrar swn moth ard lrarnieg shaes sames foe mathe “except 6/25
Zrom wrosnd the weeld! 6 The Little Mermaid
Grond Rock W24 &:30pm &M The Wikd Robot

Nurture a love for reading in your child.
Chieeu Ly paslly dar. Jeacuizy v rowd = XiJoogecton, bl o of ceadizg can start wich exclier
than that! yoon Baoks Nefore mrnlnvl."llhr‘:'n

parten e mabaral . S
toddlire, and Senabers. 1Lz aba & g bunding epportanity foe e ounpever and il SRt el

-

.\ How to participate: )
1 2 3

Pekup areadinglog ar Read, reat read! Attar Waea tee g e il being
your local thrary ceprat | vz carmzlete s bock 2ave | itte yous ozl liteary

e (rven rvalibracy.omg’ | ywas child cubar sac dede | b foe o spodial peiee.
ke 1000-haoks o0 the reading log

e
Sun<atcher Painting N2 wonka
Lo carr el pakes to sokoe yor o euncatcher 10 baeg in 79 Akecioh and the Bee
yourwandzw oe poe n 3 friend. 76 Lody and the Tromp
Ginter Park 8s TLO0AN NI The Mitchellx vx. the Mochines

Rucecar Painting for Toddlers & Prek a5  Onward

VD ase sunecars anad cunpn b mabe sz slevaling paintes 815 Oaro and the Last City of Gold
pattens 8/20 Nancy Drew ond the Midden Stol
Belmont e 10:30am 8/27  Bernic the Dodphin

y Prizes! .
100 Books: 500 Books: 1,000 Books: | | AT3Ts [SIEVETETT)]

L Cod lempecary Willoo Frovbock Tote beg and sompletion
A oct:fcatn

Is your reader eager to get
their hands on more books?
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Visit your local library!
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Sign up for a library card to keep the ; o 4
reading momentum!
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Have a Routine With Your Child This Month!

_ The_
11l Basics
'RCINITA

v

Have a routine.

The most essential part of forming a habit is being consistent. By having a set
time of day that you read together, you’re sure to incorporate reading aloud into
your daily routine. Before bed, bathtime, or directly after dinner are some great
times to read, but it’s important to choose a time of day that works best for your
family. Remember: as you build this habit, try to give yourself some grace and
don’t be too hard on yourself if there’s days where you’re not able to read
together.

Visit this principle from the Basics here.
To learn more about how you can Read and Discuss Stories, click here.

Early childhood organizations all around Central Virginia have joined The
Basics movement, a strategy for whole communities to support vibrant learning
and brain development among infants, toddlers and preschoolers. Fun, simple,
and powerful, starting at birth, The Basics are five science-based parenting and
caregiving principles that support social, emotional, and cognitive development.
Each month Read to Them will highlight tips and strategies that will assist you
in creating a sturdy foundation for school readiness for our youngest citizens.

Visit theBasicsVirginia.org for more information.

Current Number of Local Imagination Library
Readers...

4,612

Check availability in your area today!

As Dolly says, “You can
never get enough
books into the hands of
enough children!”
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